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Before the think tank world, Michael was a deputy in two Australian
intelligence agencies — the Australian Signals Directorate and the Defence
Intelligence Organisation.

He has worked in two Australian Federal Government ministers’ offices. As
the First Assistant Secretary for Strategic Policy in Defence, he led the
team that wrote Australia’s 2013 Defence White Paper and also
administered defence exports policy and legislation. In his first Senior
Executive Service role he led the tender evaluation, selection and contract
negotiations for the Australian Navy’s Armidale Class Patrol Boats. His last
role in the Defence organisation was as the head of the Contestability
Division that provides objective analysis of the overall $270 billion
investment program.

Michael was Australia’s senior defence policy official in the Australian
Embassy in Washington from February 2005 to June 2007. He was
seconded to the UK Ministry of Defence in 1999-2000. He has also served
in the Senior Executive Service in both Australia’s Finance Department and
the Prime Minister's Department, where he was head of the Defence,
Intelligence and Research Division.

Michael is married to Margaret and they have three children.



